When I accepted the invitation to write upon this subject I did not realize the gravity of the question, and feel now that I am not adequate to the task, it being, as I believe, the balance sheet of all dentistry,?'extracting being the most important operation of a surgical nature falling upon the care of the dentist, and coming as it does when the tooth cannot be saved by filling or by any other means known to the profession.
In order to extract any tooth successfully, it is necessary to know what its configuration normally ought to be; also the proper instrument to be used. The condition to which decay has reduced the tooth must never be lost sight of. In all cases I remove the gum with the lance, as I do not believe in pushing it away with the forceps, nor take the chance of stripping it off the jaw by means of the pulling process, as every portion of the gum should be left to 
